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Introduction
and
This statement focuses
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An increase in the
threatens to deteriorate the situation of

and many others

Nonetheless, numbers and statistics need

This led

determinants of health interact with biological

2 This statement focuses on forced migrants, defined as
The Lancet
element of coercion exists, including threats to life and

The Lancet
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as well as for a wider and continuous
dialogue between sectors and disciplines
community or from one country to regional

to inform policies and combat myths
around migration and health. Academies
should further collaborate with public
health authorities, NGOs and universities
to address challenges of migration and

and access to required information to
facilitate the provision of health services
to migrants and refugees.

to

migrants

remains

a

function

and

commitment of all stakeholders is needed
the health of refugees and migrants across

With this statement, FEAM and ALLEA
join voices to call for the collection of
reliable, validated and comparable data
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complicate open and neutral comparisons

migrant, an asylum seeker, a refugee, or

data shows that most global migration occurs

or an asylum seeker could either become a

between low and middle income countries

regular migrant, a refugee or an irregular

Recommendation 1: accurate
and simple communication
guidelines are needed to inform
the public about migration

These

National Bureau of Economic Research,

2020

While terminology on migration has been

Some studies have found that
people’s perceptions around

communication is essential to inform the
accurate

information

and

statistics

and

migration do not necessarily
suggest that the public in host
countries often overestimates
the number of immigrants.

Cross-sectoral collaboration in migration is key

to address the challenges related to the

unintended consequences of this and other
of the allocated budget has been used for
border control and only a small fraction is

in

migration,

management

and

border

security

as across sectors and institutions, including

and a list of

2020

More

discussions
the

and

integration

actions
of

some

could

lead

migrants

to
with

framework, which includes rules on asylum,

Recommendation 2: migration
policies should be better
interlinked with health policies
to address complex challenges
citizens; the health sector
should be actively involved in
these policy discussions and
actions

should also be reinforced through a close
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combat myths around migration and health as well
migration
A review of the economic
impacts of asylum seekers
arriving into Western Europe
found no evidence that host
their economic performance or
this, studies also suggest that early detection

found that eliminating barriers
to migration could potentially
lead to the biggest gain in
GDP worldwide.

22

While

The Lancet

Journal of Economic Literature

Journal of travel medicine
The Economist
Migration Policy Debates

The Economist
to the findings of both authors and concluding that when
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citizens, and to convey the

that eliminating barriers to migration could

In addition to economic gains, some studies

Nonetheless,

while

Recommendation 3: better
communication of research
that migration does not pose

Science advances

Journal of Economic
perspectives

Tijdschrift voor economische en sociale
geografie

Review of Economic Policy

is needed to clarify that migration is not a
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Wider access to healthcare services for migrants is in
line with equity and human rights and could lead to
cost savings

Health is recognised as a human right by
international treaties
is recognised for refugees,
These studies show that from an economics
when forced migrants and asylum seekers
undocumented migrants — the situation

other factors such as lack of information and
awareness about entitlements often result in

to migrants is often one of the most

The

has been denied, and to undocumented or
suggested that basic care and healthcare in

2020

services should be provided to
forced migrants. At least basic
and emergency healthcare
should be provided to irregular
or undocumented migrants
of forced migrants, which is known to lead to

Wider

and

easier

access

to

healthcare

These
studies being increasingly in line with equity

Recommendation 4: wider and
easier access to healthcare
services as well as more

all other categories of migrants, including

information about available

irregular or undocumented migrants, at least
basic healthcare and emergency healthcare

of a roundtable meeting held by the Academy of Medical

European Journal of Public
Health
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More data on the health of migrants is needed to
produce evidence-based policies
Accurate data that is
comparable is key in providing
was coined to describe studies showing that

an accurate overview of

refugees and migrants are often healthier than

landscape. It is also essential
for streamlining evidence-based
in migrants has also been described and

migration and health policies.
Data is especially lacking for
vulnerable groups such as
irregular migrants and on a

reduced mortality of international migrants
The
study also showed the need for better data
Factors such as strenuous conditions during

By
accommodating migrants in areas of existing

BMC pregnancy
and childbirth

The Lancet
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Recommendation 5: more
frequent updates on migrant
health should be produced and
policies

collection,

storage and use of health data about migrants

storage and use of health data from migrants

should be facilitated while guaranteeing due

The
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The health information of migrants is often lost during
the migration process
Recommendation 6: national
health systems should allow
for personal health information
to be easily transportable and
accessible while ensuring the
protection of personal data
Personal
in

health

agreement

information
with

existing

of

migrants

regulations

data on existing health information systems
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Non-communicable diseases are imposing a high
burden among migrant groups

migrants at risk, such as forced migrants
Forced migrants
better understand the needs and address

factors, should be thoroughly considered as a

Recommendation 7: the
provision of healthcare services
diseases, including mental
health of migrants at risk
should be reinforced

International

journal

of

epidemiology

on mental healthcare for refugees, asylum seekers

and mental health of sexual minority adults in France,
European Journal of Public Health
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Migration and climate change are interlinked and
should be addressed with a multi-sectoral and holistic
approach

climate change,

sectoral and holistic approach
should be used to address
global challenges such as
resolution and migration and
health

issues, including in the context of the

The Lancet
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NGO’s, Universities and Academies can help clarify
issues and steer wide and inclusive debates on
migration and health

enforcement authorities and many other
Public

health

authorities

need

to

work

authorities and many other sectors, including
care to undocumented migrants while acting

a wide debate on migration and health, for

can similarly contribute to fostering a broad

stakeholder and inclusive
collaboration is needed to
address migration and health
challenges
Public

health

authorities

should

work

European Journal of Public
Health

2020
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